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I N D O N E SI A  

Bali Boy’s & Children’s Homes 
          
A report by Donna Peters on her latest trip to Bali 
 

Donna and youngest girl in the Girl’s Home 
 
I returned to my second home, Bali!  I visited both 
the Panti Asuhan Anugerah Girls home and 
William Booth Bali Boys home in January this 
year, whilst on a 5 day relax and refresher 
holiday.   
 
It’s such a refreshing feeling when arriving at the 
Girls home, and seeing the girls smile and greet 
you as they recognise you.  I talked with my own 
sponsored girls as well as the others and through 
my friend Ketut, found out that they were all doing 
very well, and are very happy in the home.  Over 
the past 3 years watching some of the familiar 
girls grow, is such a rewarding feeling as they look 
so much healthier and happier, than my first visit 
to them that I remember in March 2005.   
  
I managed to have a quick look about the home 
and found the conditions comfortable, but not as 
luxurious as the Bali Boys Home, as the girl’s 
home is much smaller and older. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I then went onto the Boy’s home and caught them 
in the middle of prayers.  My stay there was short,  
but enough to be satisfied that they are all doing 
well.  It is so nice to be remembered and it is an 
overwhelming feeling to see that such a small 
amount in sponsorship money is doing so much in 
both these homes for the children.  The change 
over the last three years has been significant in  
both their environment and the health of these 
children. 
  
If you know of anyone who is interested in 
sponsoring a child, I still have eight boys who 
need sponsorship. Please contact me. 
 
Donna Peters 
Sponsorship Officer for Bali and Nias,  
Telephone: 08 9402 3442 
Email: donnapeters@iprimus.com.au 
 
 

 
Boys playing at the Bali Boys Home 

ABN 33 361 460 443 

W ORLD FAM I L I ES AUSTRALI A I nc 
                        Postal Address PO Box 2130 Kent Town SA 5071 Australia  

    Telephone/Fax (08) 8363 4111     Email worldfamilies@chariot.net.au    www.worldfamilies.org.au 

  SPO NSORS HIP  NEWS 

September 2008 



�

�

E T H I O P I A  
B O N G A  F E E D I N G  Ce n t r e  

We would like to welcome Christine Hoffmann 
who has taken on the role of sponsorship officer 
for the Bonga Feeding Centre.   
This project plays a vital role in providing food, 
security and early education for the most 
disadvantaged children age 3yrs – 7yrs in the 
Bonga area, including many orphaned children.  

At this time when the region is suffering from a 
food crisis, the attending children receive a daily 
meal which makes an enormous difference in 
health and survival of these vulnerable kids.   
Initially this project started out just assisting in 
food provisions, but thanks to a donation over a 
year ago, the centre was able to employ an early 
education teacher which is giving these children 
an opportunity for a brighter future that is not 
defined by their poverty. The cost of employing 

the 2 teachers is only around $1000 per year and 
provides education for over 100 children!  
Sponsors and donations are urgently needed to 
support this project in providing food and to 
enable them to continue the educational program. 
Contact Christine for further information 
Christine Hoffman 
Sponsorship Officer for Bong Feeding Centre 
Telephone: 8265 5256 
Email: ce.dj.hoffman@bigpon.com 

 
B O N G A  
R U R A L  

Recently the Priests, who facilitated the Ethiopian 
side of this program, have built a house for the 
students coming from the surrounding villages to 
attend high school. There are many children aged 
12 upwards who are being supported this way to 
continue their education. They provide 
accommodation, water and electricity rent free 
and hope that the students will be supported by 
sponsors as a group to cover food and school 
materials.  
 
If you wish to support these students, you will be 
matched with a student but the sponsorship 
money will be pooled to ensure all in the group of 
students are able to eat. Supporting the students 
to complete their education and have an 
opportunity to attend university enables this region 
to contribute to its own development and is an 
important step in creating a healthy, self-sufficient 
future for Ethiopia. 
 
Emergency Flood Relief Housing 
Repair and rebuilding of homes damaged in the 
Bonga Rural area by the August 2006 floods is 
ongoing. Sadly more floods occurred during 
August 2007, so some of the funds raised for 
rebuilding were needed to provide blankets for 
displaced people of the region. Rebuilding of the 
homes will take some time and costs about 
$3,000. 
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Emma Lewis 
Sponsorship Officer for Bong Rural 
Telephone: 041597806 
Email: emabella@optusnet.com.au 
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E T H I O P I A  

s A M E R R O  
 
In recent weeks when we have had some 
distressing news from Ethiopia about the food 
shortages and the widespread malnutrition 
causing deaths, we have had some more 
promising news from Samerro. 
 
Sister Evelyn has advised that the assistance 
given through the agricultural development project 
has meant that many have been able to plant 
seeds and will have food from these crops such 
as maize in the coming months. This will come at 
a time when other areas will be suffering the worst 
food shortage crisis in years.   It is important when 
assisting communities that we assist them to help 
themselves and this is what all the WFA projects 
with the Sisters focus on.  By giving people seeds 
to grow their own food supply, their dignity and 
self esteem are restored as well as giving some 
security for food for their family with any excess 
able to be exchanged or sold. 

 
I am 
pleased to 
report that 
we now 
have 
about half 
of the 
estimated 
funds to 
secure 
water for 

the  Samerro feeding centre.  Sister Genet has 
installed 2 water tanks which have been filled by 
recent rains and has a further two on order 
pending donations to cover their cost.   
 
If you would like to make a donation to help bring 
clean drinking water to this community, please 
send it to WFA marked  SAMF- water . 
 
Local facts: The average daily wage (for those 
that can find work) collecting firewood is 5birr a 
day.  1 Australian dollar = 9.26Birr.   Therefore 
5birr a day equates to about .54cents per day.  
The cost at the moment for the staple flour teff is 
.80cents to $1.00/kg.  It is not then difficult to 
understand that sponsorships and assistance 
through agricultural development can and does 
literally change lives.   
 
If you would like to make a donation for 
agricultural development and providing seed to 
families, please use code SAMA.    
 
There are many children still in need of 
sponsorship. Metke is a 14yr old girl, with two 
sisters, but because of extreme poverty the sisters 
are unable to live with her and her father as they 

cannot afford to feed them.  She is in grade 6 and 
also has to work fetching wood and water.  

 If you can help Metke please contact me. 
 
Gemma Pilcher 
Sponsorship Officer for Samerro 
Telephone: 07 5438 0953 
Email: darrenpil@optusnet.com 
 
 

 F i j i     
 DILKUSHA HOME 

The Home is under the Methodist Church in Fiji 
and Rotuma. The Department of Social Welfare, 
Christian and other denominations, local people 
across Fiji and overseas friends have catered for 
their needs.  Meals, clothes, school fees and 
supplies have all been donated. 
 The 37 children under the care of the Home are 
in exceptionally good health.  30 children are 
enrolled in the surrounding schools ranging from 
Primary to High School and 3 are enrolled in 
Boarding Schools namely Jasper Williams High 
School and Ballantine Memorial School. 
 
There are currently 12 dedicated staff to care for 
the children.  Their duties range from office, 
kitchen work, reading to the toddlers, teaching 
basic computer courses and many more. 
 
The project for 2008 is seeking sponsorship to 
build a Hall.  In the past a shed has been used for 
the needs of the home and now they look forward 
to this Hall becoming a reality. 
  
Deaconess Olovia extends her heartfelt gratitude 
to many organizations and World Families is 
included in this list.  
She says “Your prayers, love and support have 
empowered us to take care of these children.”�
�
Penny Bruce 
Sponsorship Officer for Fiji 
Telephone: 8767 5074 
Email: brucecp@bordernet.com.au 
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E T H I O P I A  

l a l i b e l a  
 

Orphan Children Project 

This new project which was featured in the last 
newsletter is supporting a small local charity, 
‘Love and Hope', in providing for the needs of 15 
orphaned children, all boys except for one.   
These children were previously ‘street children' 
but are now being housed in a small simple hut 
and receiving support for their food and 
educational needs.  The girl is living elsewhere 
but joins the boys for their meals.  
 
Many other street children require support, and 
we hope to receive enough support for ‘Love and 
Hope' to set up a similar home for young girls as 
an alternative to living on the street.   
 
Over the past few months some people travelling 
to Lalibela have visited the Orphan Support 
Project and have taken the boys some chairs, 
clothes and other items.  The boys have loved 
receiving visitors and all those who have met 
them have been impressed with what a lovely 
bunch of kids they are, and also with the integrity 
of Solomon and Anteneh who run the ‘Love and 
Hope' charity. 

 
 
 
 
Sandi Petersen 
Sponsorship Officer for  
Jimma,Bonga,Liwan & Lalibela 
Telephone:  8370 8965 
Email: rspetersen@optusnet.com.au 
 
 
 
 
 

 
O u r  P a r t n e r s  i n  

Sr i  L a n k a  

After many years of informal operation in  
Sri Lanka, W.F.A. (Inc) and our partners there 
have signed agreements which will ensure that 
donors can continue to claim a tax deduction for 
their gifts.  This move has been welcomed 
because it is now clear to all concerned, that 
money received from W.F.A. donors must be used 
for developmental purposes such as school fees, 
buildings and projects in which the aim is the 
personal improvement of the children concerned. 
 
In the nationalised school system in Sri Lanka all 
students must pay fees before they are allowed 
into class.  The amount varies depending upon 
the school, but for a Primary student it may cost 
about 1500 Rupees per annum.   Private and High 
Schools cost much more and there are always 
extras to be found.  
 
Your gift of $150.00 will send ten children to 
school for a year. In a Home for a hundred 
penniless children, the money needed to keep 
them at school is a big drain on finances. 
Your regular sponsorship can continue: it is a 
valued contribution to enriching the lives of poor 
Sri Lankan children and you can still maintain a 
link with your child, but the money is now pooled, 
if the child is in an institution. It is used strictly for 
the educational needs of the whole family and 
occasionally other children when a gift goes to a 
family. 
 
We all know about the effects of inflation here in 
Australia. In Sri Lanka it is much worse. Petrol 
and diesel fuel went up by thirty percent whilst I 
was there.  Bus and train fares then went up 
immediately.   
 
If you felt able to sponsor a child, or to make a 
regular donation to help with school fees,  
please get in touch with me or Mrs. Elaine Smith 
our Co-ordinator. 
 
 
Peter Routley 
Sponsorship Officer for Sri Lanka 
Telephone: 8231 7551 
Email: proutley@hotmail.com 
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F o o d  Cr i s i s  i n  
E t h i o p i a  

Ethiopia has been facing a 
food crisis over the past 
few months.  Ethiopia 
suffers from cyclic 
famines, and in the past 
the magnitude of human 
suffering that has resulted 

has been absolutely heartbreaking.  As a result of 
rapidly escalating inflation over the past 2 years 
and the failure of the two consecutive rains 
(causing crops to fail), the food crisis is impacting 
on those living in towns and those in rural areas. 
As can be expected, those most at risk are 
children and the elderly, especially those who 
were already suffering from poverty, illness or 
chronic malnutrition.   
 
Our WFA projects work specifically with people 
affected by these conditions. Sadly at the end of 
May we started receiving many tragic reports of 
how people in our project areas are suffering. 
Those children who are sponsored (including 
those who are sponsored in b̀atches' such as in 
the new project in Lalibela) are okay thanks to the 
support already being given, but there are many 
other children and families in these communities 
who do not have that support. 
 
WFA immediately set up an `Urgent Food and 
Seed' fund to support our projects in providing 
food to those who are starving AND provision of 
seed to help the community prepare for the 
months and year ahead where the rain has 
started falling.   
 
Any donation amount is welcomed – we estimate 
at current basic food prices (teff flour), $22-$25 
can feed a person for a month, or alternatively a 
family for a week.  It is thought that the food crisis 
will continue to be a problem until November, 
and even longer in those regions which have not 
yet had rain. 
 
From one of the Projects: “Thank you very much 
for your email and concern.  At this time as you 
hear through the media, a lot of people are dying 
of hunger throughout Ethiopia. Many people are 
affected. The only thing the people are saying is, 
“I am hungry”.  It is very difficult to see people 
suffering from lack of food, but how do we help 
the people to help themselves at this time?  
Firstly, we can help by providing food. We can 
also help by providing seed to those who have 
land, as the region has been experiencing a good 
downpour of rain recently. This allows the people 
to sow their own gardens and help not only 
themselves, but others as well.” 
 
 

 
From another Project: “Many thanks for your 
kind thoughts about our people here. The food 
situation is currently very bad, it is hard to explain. 
The whole of Ethiopia is affected by it. We find it 
very hard to even leave our house as people are 
always sitting at our gate looking for some help. 
We are helpless, as even we don’t know whom to 
help with our little money.  We will be very grateful 
if you are able to do something. As you know the 
problems here have no end, however, we will 
continue to do what we can through the help of 
good people like you and we are very grateful for 
your support as it allows us to reach out to them.” 
 
And another: “Life is very complicated 
everywhere in this country and getting harder and 
harder as result of the food shortage.  Many 
people find themselves in the position of begging. 
They do not like doing this but this is the only way 
they can provide for their basic needs. People 
from the country side are suffering more and have 
moved in to the cities and towns hoping for 
something better.  There are displacements of 
children, especially little girls trying to get 
employment as servants without any wage. In my 
observation it is big humanitarian crisis; It  
is so terrible watching children crying because of 
the shortage of food and seeing the hopeless 
faces of the people. How could I face such 
problem? Wherever I go children follow and ask 
me for bread, money and help. I cried when I saw 
children who are unable to play because they are 
very exhausted.”   
 
You can help in 3 ways:  
 
1. Donate to the URGENT FOOD & SEED FUND 
(see details below). Any donation amount is 
welcomed – even $10 can feed a family for a 
week! 
2. SPONSOR a child 
(or a project like 
Lalibela), which will 
ensure food and 
stability for the child 
and their family  
3. Let others know.  
 
If you would like to 
read more about the 
food situation in Ethiopia, you might like to visit 
the following websites. 
http://news.sbs.com.au/worldnewsaustralia/hunge
r_in_ethiopia_now_spreading_to_adults_548896�

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/db900SID/E

GUA-7ELNXA?OpenDocument� 

�
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B o n g a  W o m e n ’ s  
D e v e l o m e n t  

p r o g r a m  

Kate Drogemuller has 3 children, youngest being 
2 and the oldest 8, she enjoys a tropical lifestyle in 
Darwin with her husband Glenn. Kate became 
involved with the Daughters of Charity in Ethiopia 
over a decade ago. She introduced these 
wonderful women to Sandi, who started a project 
with World Families Australia and developed a 
lifetime commitment to follow the DOC ideas on 
helping people out of poverty with education 
. 
 Over the past 4 1/2 years, WFA has been 
involved supporting their projects in Addis Ababa, 
Jimma and Bonga in Ethiopia.   
 

Poverty in these areas results from a combination 
of factors, including cyclic drought, low literacy 
levels and limited infrastructure and medical 
facilities. 

 
WFA has been providing support for the DOC in 
Bonga through sponsorship of the most 
disadvantaged and vulnerable children in the 
community,  and through the funding of a feeding 
centre/pre-school to provide for nutritional and 
educational needs of the children.  However, it 
has become clear to the DOC, Sandi, Kate and 
Annette on their visits to Bonga, that in addition to 
these projects, there is a need to provide job skills 
and employment opportunities for adults and 
young school leavers to promote a sense of future 
and self sufficiency in the community.   
  
As a result, the Bonga Womens Development 
project (BWDP) has been developed and this will 
provide support through:  
 

·  Education in job skills (typing, computer 
skills, sewing, embroidery, other income 
earning skills). 

·  Provision of micro-finance for small 
business ventures. 

·  Seedlings and s̀tarter' animal stock for 
agricultural initiatives. 

 
Kate and Glenn Drogemuller with their youngest child, Kebe 

 
 
Annette Hillman is helping Kate with this project. 
She is an early childhood teacher and lives in 
NSW. She is in the final stages of adopting her 
first child from Ethiopia which she finds very 
exciting. Whilst waiting she wanted to learn as 
much as she could about the country and 
contacted Kate & Sandi who put her in touch with 
the Daughters of Charity in Bonga. She spent 
almost five months there working mostly with the 
Daughter of Charity Sisters at various projects 
and documenting information for the Liwan school 
project. 
 
Working with Kate on this project is a real 
privilege, however, the challenge of finding 
sponsors remains. This support is desperately 
needed to help the people obtain education and to 
enable them to learn a skill to gain employment 
and earn an income to support their families. 
 
People in Ethiopia regard education very highly, 
and people walk many miles with a sheer 
determination to learn.   
The Daughters of Charity Sisters can see this 
determination in people and this is where they 
need our financial support to provide the facilities 
and teachers to educate and support the 
community. 
 
Should you be interested in sponsoring this 
project, please contact Kate or Annette. 
 
All new sponsors will receive a FREE BONGA 
PROJECT MOVIE and some DAUGHTERS OF 
CHARITY Ethiopian recipe cards. 
 

Kate Drogemuller        
Telephone: 8948 0623 
Email: katedrogemuller@ozemail.com.au 
 
Annette Hillman           
Telephone: 9521 4476 
Email: annette6925@yahoo.com 

 

Something to think about  

When Sister Abeba (DOC) was asked how she 
dealt with the constant struggle of living in 
Ethiopia, she said" I used to give everything I had 
to the poor until one day there was simply nothing 
left for me to give. When I found myself cutting out 
the lining of my only skirt to give a mother for her 
baby, I realised that all I had to give was myself.  
We believe in teaching people how to feed 
themselves and their families. It is through 
education that people can find a way out of�
poverty. Hand outs help no one, while we have 
two legs and two arms, we can work....." 
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E T H I O P I A  

Children waiting for sponsorship 

Many children are waiting for sponsorship in the 
Jimma, Bonga, Bonga Rural and Liwan projects.  
Many of these children I met personally whilst in 
Ethiopia last Christmas.  Sponsorship provides 
food and security for the family, as well as the 
educational needs of the child.  Some children 
currently waiting for sponsorship are: 

 

Tamirat 
Melaku 
(BOR-S)   

Is in the 
Bonga 
Rural 
program, 
He is an 
orphaned 
10 year old 
boy.   

 

 

When he was little he had a food amputated after 
receiving severe burns.  He wants to be a teacher 
and  is currently in grade 2.  He is photographed 
with Abba Petros who is providing a number of 
orphaned children with food when he can.   

Please contact Emma Lewis (Bonga Rural) if 
you'd like to sponsor Tamirat. 

 

Tsione Tsegaye  
(DOB 60), in Bonga, is 
an orphaned 4 year old 
girl.  She is being 
fostered by a local 
poor family and she is 
attending the feeding 
centre in Bonga. 

Please contact 
Christine Hoffman 
(Bonga Feeding) 
If you would like to 
sponsor Tsione. 

 

Flekech (LIW 16)  

lives in Liwan with 
her family.  
Everyone in Liwan is 
very poor so 
sponsorship funds 
will be pooled to 
feed and educate 
many children.  A 
school is being built 
thru the WFA 
project, and the 
Clean Water project 
for this area was 
completed in 
January 2008.  

 Prior to WFA support, Liwan had received no 
assistance and the entire village suffers illiteracy, 
isolation, malnutrition and lack of access to health 
care.  Sponsorship of the children will provide for 
some of their most basic needs. 

Biruik Ausmael (DOC 82), in Jimma, is a 4 year 
old orphaned boy living with his grandmother.   
This grandmother has much dignity and had great 
hesitation in seeking support, despite her struggle 
to manage.  She supports Biruik and another 
grandchild by selling spices and banana leaves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

�
 
Please contact me if you would like to sponsor 
Flekech or Biruik. 
Sandi Petersen 
Sponsorship Officer for Jimma. Bonga,  
Liwan & Lalibala 
Telephone: 8370 8965 
Email: rspetersen@optusnet.com.au 
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LAST DAY 
FOR YOUR GIFT THIS QUARTER 

Please Pay by the 
1st SEPTEMBER 2008 

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER: Opinions expressed by contributors to 
Sponsorship News are not necessarily those of World Families 
Australia Inc.�
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P H I L I P P I N E S 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Damayan Staff  with Elaine & Bruce Smith 
 
From our last report, the Philippines were 
experiencing cold weather, although it is summer 
time. They have had a lot of typhoons and it is 
really affecting their activities this summer. 
Although some parts are flooded, the program still 
goes on. 
 
Activities include voice, painting, dancing lessons 
(folk dance as well as popular dances), theater 
arts, sewing, etc . These keep them actively and 
productively involved and prevent them, especially 
the youth from getting involved in "bad company". 
At the end of the summer vacation they present all 
their learning's in the culminating program, as well 
as an exhibit of their products. 
 
Marilyn Jones 
Sponsorship Officer for the Philippines 
Telephone: 8381 1695 
Email: rmjones@aapt.net.au 
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ETHIOPIA 
MMM                    Morgan Smith             8523 4245 
HICDO                    Rob & Carol Walsh        9402 3187 
ADDIS                        Kate Drogemuller        8948 0623 
JIMMA,LIWAN, 
BONGA, LALIBELA  Sandi Petersen            8370 8955 
BONGA Rural           Emma Lewis               041597806 
BONGA Feeding      Christine Hoffman        8265 5256 
BONGA Women's 
Development Annette Hillman            9521 4476 
                             & Kate Drogemuller         8948 0623 
SAMERRO  Gemma Pilcher       07 5438 0953 
 
FIJI  Penny Bruce     8767 5074 
 
INDIA Chennai       Michelle Williams          8281 1544  
           Kolkata 
 
INDONESIA   
Java                       Peter Routley               8231 7551 
Bali, Nais                Donna Peters               94023442 
Mission Uplift          Jenni Callander           8255 4840 
 
KENYA                   Danni & Mike Potter    8283 0728 
 
PHILIPPINES         Marilyn Jones              8381 1695 
 
SRI LANKA            Peter Routley              8231 7551 
 
SRI LANKA 
Colombo                Elaine Smith                82648861 
 
THAILAND             Gail Churchill               8344 4264 
 
VIETNAM              Margaret Palin              8263 9022 
 

ALL FINANCIAL QUERIES TO 
SPONSORSHIP CO ORDINATOR  

Elaine Smith 08 8264 8861 
 

OFFICE HOURS 10 am-12.30pm Tuesdays 
Phone/Fax 08 8363 4111 

Voice mail can be accessed anytime and emails 
are monitored frequently 

 

Share your love with a child, 
 make an impact in their lives. 
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