
 

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

 

 

SAHAYAMATHA HOME 

Chennai  

The Sahayamatha Home (formerly ASIAC Home) 
at Minjur on the outskirts of Chennai, has been 
supported by World Families for many years, 
since we were ASIAC way backing the 70s. In 
those days it was one of our largest projects with 
around 100 sponsored children. Children from 
poverty stricken families from the surrounding 
rural area were brought into the Home and given 
care and education. Over the years the situation 
has changed. The Seva Missionary Sisters of 
Mary (SMSM) who run the home have established 
schools, both primary and secondary, the number 
of students housed in the Sahayamatha Home is 
currently 43. 
 
The home acts as a boarding house for students 
attending the schools run by the sisters and for 
students attending other schools in the area. 
These are girls for whom residence with their 
families is not recommended, for example, 
because of distance or problems in the family. 
Other students live at home and are supported for 
their education. The students range from mid- 
primary through to tertiary. One girl this year 
completed her Bachelor of Science Degree and is 
teaching in one of the SMSM schools. Others are 
studying: BA in Tamil Literature, Diploma in 
Nursing, hotel management and BA Economics. 
 
19 sponsors help to support the girls through 
SMSM and World Families. Each year they show 
their appreciation by sending Christmas cards, 
photos and individual letters to their sponsors. 
This year we also received a photo of all the girlsô 
resident at the Home with their names and 
signatures.                                       
 
As the sisters remain in touch with them we often 
receive news of students who have left the 
program and are reassured to know that on the 
whole they are making very good progress 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Girls from Sahayamatha Home 
 
Whilst the role of SMSM has changed over the 
years there are still many families who cannot 
afford the expense of their childrenôs keep and 
education and would be forced to send them out 
to work at an early age. It is through sponsorship 
that SMSM is able to ensure a suitable education 
and a varied range of careers for the students 
from these poor families.   
 
Anyone interested in sponsoring a student at 
Sahayamatha or donating to the home may 
contact: 
 
Anne Sanders, 
Sponsorship Officer for South India 
Telephone/ Fax 08 8390 2314 
Email : robanne75@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
POSITION VACANT 
Sponsorship Officer or Assistant Sponsorship 
Officer for South India projects.  
DUTIES: generally light with some short busy 
periods.  
REWARDS: contact with overseas projects and 
very nice sponsors, general satisfaction for the 
children helped. 
IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP, please contact 
Anne Sanders Telephone: 08 8390 2314 
E-mail: robanne75@hotmail.com or WFA office 

ABN 33 361 460 443 
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kenya  
 
I am sure you have all heard of 
the very worrying news about 
Kenya, and I would like 
to provide you with some 
information about the ongoing 

unrest and the situation facing our dear friends at 
Testimony Faith Homes.    
  
Kenya is made up of 40 main tribal groupings, of 
which the largest are the Kikuyu, the Luhya, the 
Luo, the Kalengin and the Kamba. Over the last 
40 years, there has been significant peace 
between these tribes, and Kenya has never had a 
major up-rising, or coup, or military take-over. 
Elections have been held every five years, but 
only the last two have been "democratic", with 
legitimate parties vying to gain government.  
  
Kenya held its National Elections on the 28th 
December. There was significant concern about 
the validity of the results, which saw the 
Government re-instated, not just from the main 
opposition party, but also from international 
observers (including the UN, France, Britain and 
the USA). There were signs of election fraud, and 
this was relayed to the Kenyan people via the 
media.  
  
The Government is mainly Kikuyu, including the 
President, Mr. Kibaki. The main opposition party is 
led by a very popular Luo, Mr. Odinga. Mr. Odinga 
refused to accept the results of the election, and 
called on Kenyans to defy the Government. 
Unfortunately, this led to widespread violence 
around the country, with many Kikuyus, plus 
others, being targeted by some of the other tribes. 
Gangs of poor, unemployed and uneducated 
young men attacked people in the major urban 
centres, including Eldoret, where Testimony Faith 
Homes is situated. Homes and other buildings 
were burnt. Many thousands of Kikuyus, plus 
many from other tribes, fled these urban centres 
and are now living in makeshift camps in safer 
areas. About 400 people were killed during the 
week of violence.  
  
However, at this stage the violence has ceased, 
the police and army have secured the urban 
centres, and things are slowly returning to normal. 
Shops are re-opening, food is reaching the most 
affected areas, and people are beginning to get 
back to their daily routine. Unfortunately, many of 
those who fled the violence are too afraid to 
return, especially as many have lost their homes, 
which were burnt by the gangs. 
 The UN estimates that there are about 250,000 
displaced Kenyans living in makeshift camps.  

  
 
 
We have been in constant contact with 
Testimony and I am glad to report that everyone 
at the Home is safe. No one has been injured or 
attacked. They also have quite a few others who 
have been staying with them since their own 
homes were attacked. John and Esther have 
written to say that they are all well and that God is 
watching over them. However, food has been very 
scarce as the banks and the shops have all been 
closed. John has now reported that access to food 
has improved. Prices are very high, though, due 
to the scarcity of goods. Petrol is especially 
expensive. 
  
The Government and the Opposition have 
indicated a willingness to meet and determine a 
way forward. The leader of Ghana, a West African 
country, has agreed to mediate between Mr. 
Kibaki and Mr. Odinga. The US and the UN have 
also sent envoys to help bring about a positive 
outcome. Archbishop Desmond Tutu from South 
Africa has also met with the two Kenyan leaders. 
There is some optimism that a peaceful solution 
can be found. New elections may be held, or a 
government of National Unity may be constructed. 
If a successful solution can be found, there is 
every  likelihood that the situation will resolve 
itself. Whether those who have been displaced 
are able to return to their homes is uncertain. 
They may choose to start afresh in their own tribal 
provinces.  
  
I will continue to keep in close contact with 
Testimony, as I am sure others are doing. 
Unfortunately, there is not much that we can do at 
this stage - but we do have the wonderful privilege 
of being able to pray for both Kenya and our loved 
ones there.   
   
Report from Mike Potter  
 
Dani  & Mike Potter  
Sponsorship Officers for Kenya  
Telephone: 08 8283 0728 
Email: danip@tyndale.sa.edu.au 

                                                        

 

If you would like to make a regular sponsorship 
contribution of more than $62.00 per quarter this 
can be organised by contacting Elaine Smith. 
  
Some sponsors have indicated that they would 
like to donate more money regularly to cover the 
cost of inflation etc. This is now possible if 
sponsors wish to choose this option. Any amount 
above $62.00 is possible. 
  
Please contact Elaine Smith if you would like 
more information. 

mailto:danip@tyndale.sa.edu.au


 

 INDONESIA        
 

A Day in the Sayap Ibu    
Baby Home,Yogyakarta 
 
Every day begins very early in the  
Sauap Ibuôs baby home.  
At about 5am all the staff begin 

their daily work.  
The cook prepares the breakfast and 

milk for all the children according to their age. The 
nurses prepare the bath and the cleaners begin 
sweeping the floor and cleaning all the rooms. 
 
A 3 year old boy spent his last morning in the 
home because his prospective adoptive parents 
will take home to their home awaiting the court 
hearing as the adoption procedure. 
 
A 9 month old baby cries in her cot with a 
bandage on her head after a tumor operation and 
this morning she will be taken to the hospital for 
examination. 
 
A feverish looking baby girl makes a lot of noise 
and the nurse tries to comfort her with milk. This 
morning she will be accepted in the hospital 
because the day before, the hospital didnôt have 
room for her.  
 
At about 6.30am the older children 3-5 years old,  
come out of their bedrooms and run to the toilets 
and bathroom, bumping and crying, fighting 
against each other to have first turn in the bath. 
 
At 8 am the office opens for receiving guests and 
clients and carries out the daily routine 
administrative work. 
There is a list on the agenda for the board 
members, as follows:- 
The routine board membersô meeting 
The unwed mothers counseling 
A court hearing of an adoption at the local court 
A home visit to make the home study report for 
prospective adoptive parents 
and counseling for accepting an abandoned child 
from a maternity hospital. 
 
A day in the Sayap Ibu home is full of activities 
and needs participation of all persons involved. 
It is always with special feelings to be able to do 
these things on behalf of those abandoned 
children who need love and protection. 
Report by Mrs. Ciptaningsih Utaryo 
 
Peter Routley 
Sponsorship Officer for Indonesia 
Telephone: 08 8431 2118 
Email: proutley@hotmail.com 

 

 

SRI LANKA  

On behalf of all the Sponsored 
children and the Homes in  
Sri Lanka,  
I would like to thank all 
sponsors for their assistance 
over the years. 
I hope we will be able to continue to support them 
and the people that care for their daily needs. 
 
Josie Anderson 
Sponsorship Officer for Sri Lanka 
Email: bja001@aapt.net.au 
  

Philippines  

 
It has been a good year for the children at the 
Damayan Center because of sponsorship. The 
services that the Center are able to provide the 
children are first and foremost the educational 
assistance and also the non-formal educational 
program and other services, that help the 
beneficiaries become more productive individuals 
especially   when the children, youth and parents 
actively participate in their varied activities. 
 
Non-formal activities included:- leadership training 
for children & youth , childrenôs congress , advent 
recollection, self-awareness seminar, Lenten 
recollection. The youth put on a musical and mini 
concert. Some children attended a summer camp. 
 
Activities for the parents included: - leadership 
training, advent recollection, parentôs Christmas 
party, seminars and lectures on arthritis, 
tuberculosis, & liver cancer. They also provide 
Income generating projects for parents to add to 
their incomes. During the summer they have 
sporting activities for children and parents. 
 
As you can see the sponsorship covers a wide 
range of needs. I commend the Center to you as a 
worthwhile project and hope that those who are 
involved will continue to make a difference in the 
lives of the children of the Philippines who are 
able to attend the Center. I still have 2 children 
currently awaiting sponsorship. 

Some of the children at the Damayan Centre 
Marilyn Jones 
Sponsorship Officer for the Philippines 
Telephone: 08 8381 1695 
Email: rmjones@aapt.net.au 

mailto:proutley@hotmail.com
mailto:rmjones@aapt.net.au


 

 

             Sponsorship Officers for 

WORLD FAMILIES AUSTRALIA  
  

ETHIOPIA  

(MMM)                     Morgan Smith              8523 4245                                               

(HICDO)                   Rob & Carol Walsh      9402 3187                      
(JIMMA,& LIWAN)   Sandi Petersen      8370 8965                            
(ADDIS)                   Kate Drogemuller         8948 0623 
(BONGA Feeding)  Teri Hayes                     8370 8965 
(BONGA Rural)        Emma Lewis               041597806 
(SAMERRO)            Gemma Pilcher       07 5438 0953 
  
FIJI   Penny Bruce      8767 5074 
  
INDIA Chennai        Anne Sanders              8390 2314 
            Kolkata            
  
INDIA                         Helen Edwards             8344 3278 
  
INDONESIA  Java   Peter Routley               8231 7551                                       
                                                                                                              
INDONESIA  Bali    Donna Peters                9402 3442     
  
INDONESIA Mission Uplift   
                                Jenni Callander            8255 4840  
  
KENYA                   Danni Potter                 8283 0728 
  
KOREA                  Lynne Seppelt               8384 6530 
  
PHILIPPINES        Marilyn Jones                8381 1695 
        
SRI LANKA          Barry & Josie Anderson 8270 4964                                                                                                         
                                                                                                     
SRI LANKA Colombo  Elaine Smith             8264 8861    
  
THAILAND            Hugh Browell                 8390 1103 
  
VIETNAM              Margaret Palin               8263 9022 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
  

                  ALL FINANCIAL QUERIES TO 
              SPONSORSHIP COORDINATOR: 
                        Elaine Smith   08 8264 8861 
  

   OFFICE HOURS 11 am�² 1.30 pm  TUES 

        PHONE & FAX (08) 8363 4111 
      VOICE MAIL CAN BE ACCESSED ANYTIME & 
         EMAILS ARE MONITORED FREQUENTLY 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
DISCLAIMER: Opinions expressed by contributors to 
Sponsorship News are not necessarily those of World Families 
Australia Inc. 

 
Newsletter Production Team: Editor Megan Jones            
Design/Layout & Production Marilyn Jones             

 

           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               A note from the Editor 
 

I know there have been 
several sponsors who 
have visited countries to 
meet their sponsored children. Please 
would you take time to share with us your 
experiences. There are many who have 
not seen the country or situation their 
children may be in, so it is always of 
interest to read of others experiences. 
Just a short paragraph and photo would 
be wonderful. 
You can email it to rmjones@aapt.net.au 

 
 

 
 

 
According to the 
United Nations, 
poverty is defined 
by those who live 
on less than $1 
per day.  

One in five people around the world live in 
extreme poverty, surviving on less than 
$1 per day.  
In addition a young child dies every three 
seconds from AIDS and extreme poverty.  
Experts agree that investing in education 
and creating fairer trade policies between 
the richest and poorest countries of the 
world could lift 300 million people out of 
poverty by 2015. 

 

Thank You for doing your part in investing 
in a childôs life.  
 
Working as a partner with 
World Families, you can 
change the life of a child. 

 

                   LAST DAY 
  FOR YOUR GIFT THIS QUARTER 
                Please pay by the 

               1st March 2008 
 

Note: 
 
The latest newsletter is also available 
on our website at: 
www.worldfamilies.org.au 
 
Please let us know if you prefer to 
receive it this way, so we will not need 
to post you out a copy. 
Email Elaine Smith at 
groveaog@bigpond.net.au or 
Telephone: 08 8264 8861 
 
 


