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E t h i o p i a  
B o n g a  F e e d i n g  

c e n t r e  
According to an article by UNICEF we need to 
bring International attention to Malnourished 
Ethiopian Children. 
 
“The effect of the drought and the rising food 
prices in some parts of Ethiopia is headline news, 
yet few people know the truth of the situation �

 
Children are the most vulnerable to nutritional 
deficits and the first to succumb when there is not 
enough food to go around. The Government of 
Ethiopia estimates that 75,000 children under the 
age of five live with severe malnutrition. And 25 to 
50 percent of children with severe acute 
malnutrition are likely to die if they don't receive 
proper treatment.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two years ago the children were coming to the 
Feeding Centre just to eat food to survive but with  
our help they now have teachers who are trained 
in the Montessori System. 
Last year (2008) there were 86 children from very 
poor families attending the centre getting one 
meal a day and an education. The nuns are also 
supporting the parents by giving them seeds and 
teaching them how to grow vegetables. 
 
Of the 86 children attending the centre last year, 
42 of these children have gone on to grade 1 in 
Primary school and are receiving assistance with 
uniforms, school books etc. This year another 40 
children are attending the centre bring the total to 
84. A lot of the children are orphans and live quite 
far from the centre, these children are often 
looked after by the poor families or the extended 
families who give them shelter and love. 
 
As Sr.Genet has reported – “ thank you for 
everything and the financial help you are giving to 
the urgent need of our needy children”. 
 
For just $62.00 per quarter (or $5.00 per week ) 
two children would receive food and an education 
for a year. 
Sponsorship or donations of any amount for this 
project would be gratefully received. 
�

�

Christine Hoffman 
Project Officer for Bonga Feeding Centre 
Telephone: 08 8265 5256 
Email: ce.dj.hoffman@bigpond.com 
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e t h i o p i a  

Lalibela’s street children – new 
developments 

Lalibela is an amazing and ancient town in the 
north of Ethiopia.  Children and families living on 
the street in Lalibela are very prone to starvation 
and malnutrition – the surrounding landscape is 
rugged, mountainous and arid.  Being a town of 
high religious significance many people travel 
there for pilgrimage every year and consequently 
there are increasing numbers of orphaned street 
children and families 
 
The ‘2008 Human Rights report: Ethiopia’ found at 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/LSG
Z-7PMEDG?OpenDocument gives insight into the 
large numbers of children living on the street in 
Ethiopia.    “The UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
estimated there were between 150,000 and 
200,000 street children nationally, [UNICEF 
estimate is 600,000] with a further one million 
vulnerable or at risk of ending up on the streets. 
UNICEF stated the problem was exacerbated 
because of families' inability to support children 
due to parental illness and decreased household 
income. These children begged, sometimes as 
part of a gang, or worked in the informal sector. 
Government- and privately run orphanages were 
unable to handle the number of street children” 

 
This project is currently providing for 19 people – 
14 boys and 2 girls who were previously street 
children, and a destitute young mother with her 2 
children, who is employed to cook and care for the 
children.  They live in very basic conditions but it 
is a vast improvement that the bed of a cardboard 
box and begging on the street and they are very 
grateful for the support they are receiving.  They 
are doing their very best to make the most of the 
opportunity presented by working hard at school ���
 

As the amount of people sponsoring them grows, 
the stability of their lives increases greatly!  The 
project has gone from supporting 14 children with 
one very poor meal a day (chiro and injera), no 
blankets or furniture (except for the 6 small cots 

shared between 14 boys) and with a number of 
the boys needing medical care because of 
problems from malnutrition - to now supporting 19 
people consistently having 2 meals a day from 
last year, and from March this year, 3 meals a 
day, having school materials, some furniture, 
blankets and most importantly, hope!  Over the 
Festive Season (which is a very important time in 
Lalibela) sponsorships and donations had 
provided the children with meat for Christmas, 
epiphany and for the lead up to lent day.  We are 
seeking sponsors for the Orphan Street Children 
project in Lalibela so we can provide food and 
housing for more orphaned girls and boys from 
the street in an ongoing and sustainable way. 
T � latest child to join this project is a young 
orphan girl, aged about 13yrs, in grade 9.  She 
was living with her grandmother who was too poor 
to keep her and so had arranged a marriage of 
the girl to a 48yr old man.  She ran away to Love 
and Hope for assistance, because the 
grandmother refused to take her back after she 
refused to marry him.  
 

Update from Anteneh of Love and Hope 
(paraphrased by me) 

The country is in big economic crisis. 
Consequently the local business is at its worst, 
again everything is getting expensive.  There is 
not enough hard currency and as result food stuff 
are become expensive.  Even we are paying 
double for the house rental as the landlord has 
made it 1370 birr for a month [about $200 
Australian] not including the electricity and water 
expenses.  You can imagine that how life is 
difficult. If you are able to raise more money we 
like to welcome more girls and boys.  All the time 
children are asking us to get help from us.  Please 
keep on your effort.   Still now the children do not 
have enough school materials, so if you can raise 
more money we can feed them good food and 
cover other expenses relating to school and 
medical expense and booksº.   
 
Sandi Petersen 
Project Officer for Jimma, Bonga, Liwan & Lalibela 
Telephone: 08 8370 8965 
Email: rspetersen@optusnet.com.au                  .2 



STOP PRESS: Building a home for 
Lalibela’s Street Children 

In March 2009 we received news that our dream 
of building a more substantial home is coming to 
fruition. The council is looking at allocating land 
for this purpose.  This will allow us to 
accommodate and care for more street children  
and save money on rent.  
 
If you would like to help us in building this house – 
donations are TAX DEDUCTIBLE – please mark 
your donation as being for L&H BUILDING (it will 
be identified separately to the support being given 
for the boys for food, education and rent as this 
support must also be maintained).   
You can either post a cheque made out to World 
Families Australia to PO Box 11, Hope Valley 
5090, or make a direct deposit to our account. 
If you make an internet transfer PLEASE ensure 
you code it with your name and L&H Housing  and 
send an email at the same time with your postal 
address to ensure you receive your receipt for 
tax.   
World Families Australia sponsorship account  
BSB number 105 152  
Account number 035 86 7740  
Bank: Bank SA 
 
For further information please contact  
Sandi Petersen 
 
 
 

I N D I A  
M I SSI O N S T O  T H E  N A T I O N S 

Sp o n s o r s  V i s i t  

On a recent trip to Kakinada, India, Pascale 
Quester and Nicholas Buchdahl and their children,  
Maya & Nalini reported that they were able to visit 
several of the orphanages run by Missions to the 
Nations. 
�At one orphanage they were greeted as important 
and honoured guests by the children, who 
welcomed them with smiles, laughter and a lot of 
curious looks.  

 
For their benefit, the children put on something of 
a miniature Bollywood show, quite unexpected. 
After the show the children sat down for their 
evening meal, which the family were able to help 
distribute.    
 

 
The building was spotlessly clean, the food was 
plentiful, and the whole building rang with the 
sound of children playing and chatting, all very 
happy to have some exotic foreigners coming to 
visit. There’s no doubt that the children in the 
orphanages are the lucky ones—they didn’t see 
much of the township whilst they were there, but 
the bits that they did see made it clear that life for 
the people living there is very hard indeed. 
 
 

 
 
 
Helen Edwards 
Project Officer for Missions to Nations, India 
Telephone: 08 8344 3278 
Email: leayoda@e-access.com.au  
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E T H I O P I A  
 

CHILD SPONSORSHIPS  in Jimma, Bonga, 
Bonga Rural and Liwan  
Many children are waiting for sponsorship in WFA 
programs in Samerro, Jimma, Bonga, Liwan and 
Bonga Rural.  I am constantly touched by seeing 
the update photos of sponsored children who 
show the wonderful change that sponsorship has 
made to these children.  Some of you may 
remember the 3 street children I wrote about in a 
newsletter last year who I had met in Jimma in 
January 2008.  Tekalign, Yadeshi and Sintayehu 
broke my heart at the time (photo below) because 
they were so neglected and malnourished and 
none of them were at school.  In fact, only one of 
the children had ever even attended school for a 
short time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
These precious children 
are now sponsored and 
at school. It is obvious by 
their recent photos that 
their lives are very 
different to when I met 
them.  It is incredible to 
see these changes, not 
just in the health but the 
whole life of the child! 
  

 
 
 
We would love to hear from anyone who might be 
interested in sponsoring a child. 
Although we can't help all the destitute children in 
this world, we CAN change the world for a single 
child ± and through helping child by child, we are 
helping entire communities have sustainable 
change.�
 

In the Jimma and Bonga sponsorship programs, 
the sponsored children receive 100 EB each 
month, as long as the exchange rate allows for 
this amount.  When the exchange rate is very 
good, the additional funds are used for community 
projects to assist all the children such as tutoring 
programs for the sponsored children (school 
classes are often 100 students to 1 teacher so 
tutoring assists them significantly as many are 
from illiterate families) and also community 
development projects such as craft products, 
small agriculture, and training programs.    
 

In the Liwan sponsorship program the money for 
sponsored children is pooled to support the many 
children because the whole village suffers from 
malnutrition and illiteracy. We are hoping to get a 
large group sponsored and pool the sponsorships 
to provide food, medical care and education to all 
the children in the village.  This is different to the 
needs of children in the Jimma and Bonga towns, 
where children identified for sponsorship are very 
disadvantaged in comparison to others, because 
in Liwan ALL of the children are in need and we 
don't want to create a privileged group in such a 
poor and needy area.  
  
Bonga Rural has both a pooled sponsorship 
program which supports a group of students from 
rural villages in their accommodation, food and 
educational needs so they can come to Bonga for 
secondary or tertiary study, as well as having an 
individual sponsorship program for other children. 
 
 
 

Sr. Abeba in Bonga 
writes about the 
children in Bonga: 
“These children, if 
WFA were not 
supporting them, 
they wouldn’t go to 
school, which means 
they wouldn’t get the 

material support for their school or their food also. 
There are a lot of children who didn’t have these 
chances, so they are lucky.  I always read from 
the mother’s face how they are happy and 
thankful for all the help what they are getting and 
of course they say “yerinba”, which means thank 
you, with their soft and deep voice. I am also 
grateful for all the hard work and generosity what 
you are doing for all our poor I would like to thank 
you for each person who is involve in this 
program. Every month each child received 100birr 
really and honestly, it is a big hope for their future 
life. 
 
Thank you very much for all the help. With love 
and prayer, Sr. Abeba Kidane”.   

.4 



Children waiting for Sponsorship  
Many children are waiting for sponsorship! We 
would love to hear from anyone who would like to 
sponsor a child.  
 

�� K� � ��
Tasfay Tamuru 
lives in Bonga and is 
12 years old.  I met 
his father and little 
sister in January 
2008 when visiting 
Ethiopia.  His 
mother had died a 
few weeks before I 
visited, leaving his 
father and 
grandmother caring 
for Tasfay and his 3 

siblings.  Sadly his grandmother has died just 
recently and the father is not coping.  Sr. Abeba 
says the children are often going hungry and not 
going to school.  Sponsors are sought for Tasfay 
and his 10 year old brother. 
 

 LIW 22  
Lomitu Gashawe 
is a girl of about 
12 yrs of age living 
in Liwan village.  
Her family lives by 
making simple 
traditional furniture 
out of clay. In 
Liwan the money 
for sponsored 
children is pooled 
to support the 
many children as 
the whole village 
suffers from malnutrition and illiteracy. 

 

Sponsorship costs $62 per annual quarter, which is 
about $5 a week.  Please tell a friend or family 
member about the children as we rely on word of 
mouth to find supporters. A sponsor can literally 
change the world for a child and their family.  

Sandi Petersen 
Project Officer for Jimma, Bonga, Liwan & Lalibela 
Telephone: 08 8370 8965 
Email: rspetersen@optusnet.com.au 

 

 
 
 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP OF WORLD FAMILIES 
 
World Families Australia has identified that times 
are changing and that sponsorship is becoming 
an extremely significant component of its function 
with the number of sponsors climbing to over 
1000.   
To this end it is reviewing its Constitution to 
ensure it is contemporary and meeting the current 
needs of the organization.    
    
The Management Committee is also reviewing the 
manner in which people become members.  By 
broadening the base of the membership, this may 
result in others taking up an active support roll.  
 
Currently all people wishing to be members are 
required to complete an application form and pay 
the membership fee.  The Management 
Committee is aware that sponsors contribute an 
administration fee on payment of their quarterly 
sponsorship/donations.  The Management 
Committee considers that this amount is 
comparable to the Membership Fees paid by 
members, hence by virtue of this payment any 
sponsor should automatically be a member of 
World Families Australia.   
 
The Management Committee wishes to seek the 
thoughts of its members/sponsors in regard to this 
matter.  The critical issue hopefully solved by this 
move, would be the on-going existence of World 
Families Australia through the support of many 
rather than a very small number.   
 
 We look forward to your email/letter on this 
matter.  Email: worldfamilies@chariot.net.au  
 
 
 

P H I L I P P I N E S 
 
ªDue to typhoons & floods and the rice crisis in 
our countryº, reports Sister Mary Susan F. 
Montano , Project Directress, ª most of our 
beneficiaries were very much affected. As we 
always believe, God sends us people to help us 
during times of crisis. This help came when WFA 
sent some 
funds in order 
to buy rice. 
Each family 
was given five 
kilos of rice. It 
was a timely 
sharing of 
blessings in 
the midst of 
crisis. 
   
Marilyn Jones  
Project Officer for the Philippines                          .5 



LAST DAY 
FOR YOUR GIFT THIS QUARTER 

Please Pay by the 
1stJune 2009 

 
 
 
 

When transferring funds to  
WFA bank account, please  
make sure you include details  
of payment.  
If no room the child code  

      number will be sufficient. 
 
 
Newsletter Production Team 
Editor: James Flierl 
Design/Layout & Production: Marilyn Jones 
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NEW OFFICE PHONE 
NUMBER 

In February/March World 
Families upgraded the internet 
to broadband status and as a 

consequence, only one phone line 
was required.  Previously World Families had two 
lines- one dial up internet connection and the 
other the phone/fax line. 
Should you need to contact the office, please be 
advised that the phone number is 08 8363 3088. 
�

NEW OFFICE BEARERS 
 
Following the AGM last November, at the first 
meeting of the Management Committee the 
following people were elected to office bearer 
positions for the 2009 calendar year: 
 
President:    Di Amato 
Vice President:   Chris Hoffmann 
Secretary:    Vicki Hyde 
Minutes secretary:  Bert Michels 
Treasurer:    Elaine Smith 
(temporarily) 
^ �� � �������Morgan Smith 
Adoption Support:    Helen Edwards      
    and Di Amato  
Committee members:     Morgan Smith, 
Bert Michels, Helen Edwards, Hugh Browell. 
 
Should you wish to contact any member, please 
do so through the office address or office email  
worldfamilies@chariot.net.au  
 

 
 

                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Share your love with a child, 
 make an impact in their lives. 
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ETHIOPIA 
MMM                   Morgan Smith              8523 4245 
HICDO                    Rob & Carol Walsh    089307 7610 
ADDIS                       Kate Drogemuller    088948 0623 
JIMMA,LIWAN, 
BONGA, LALIBELA  Sandi Petersen            8370 8955 
BONGA Rural           Emma Lewis             0415978066 
BONGA Feeding      Christine Hoffman        8265 5256 
BONGA Women's 
Development  Annette Hillman            9521 4476 
                             &  Kate Drogemuller       088948 0623 
SAMERRO  Gemma Pilcher       07 5438 0953 
 
FIJI   Penny Bruce      8767 5074 
 
INDIA Chennai         Michelle Williams          8281 1544  
           Kolkata 
 
INDONESIA   
Java                        Peter Routley                8431 2118 
Bali, Nais                 Donna Peters               9402 3442 
Mission Uplift          Jenni Callander             8255 4840 
 
KENYA                   Danni & Mike Potter      8283 0728 
 
PHILIPPINES         Marilyn Jones                8381 1695 
 
SRI LANKA             Peter Routley                8231 7551 
 
SRI LANKA 
Colombo                 Elaine Smith                 8264 8861 
 
THAILAND             Gail Churchill                8344 4264 
 
VIETNAM               Margaret Palin              8263 9022 
 

ALL FINANCIAL QUERIES TO 
SPONSORSHIP CO ORDINATOR  

 
OFFICE 

Phone/Fax 08 8363 3088 
Voice mail can be accessed anytime and emails 

are monitored frequently 
 


